Sunday 13th December 2020 – Third Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent
Parish Eucharist
Welcome
46 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and harken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings.
Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
make straight the way for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home,
where such a mighty guest may come.
For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away,
like flowers that wither and decay.
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth, and let thy light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once more.
All praise, eternal Son, to thee
whose advent sets thy people free,
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Ghost for evermore.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.
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Lighting of Advent Wreath
Blessed be God who makes rivers in the desert
Blessed be God for ever.
We give thanks for prophets old and new
Who call us out from familiar places and comfortable ways
into the desolate places and along the difficult paths.
For it is here that our eyes are opened and our ears unstopped,
here that we see the glory of your kingdom:
Where the broken are mended, the barren bear fruit, the
overlooked are treasured.
Call to us again Oh Lord, give us courage to walk with you into the wilderness
Where the desert will blossom and dry land sing for joy
and Christ our Emmanuel will dwell with us
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Blessed be God for ever
Almighty God,
To whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name:
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
A voice cries out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.
(Silence is kept)
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Turn to us again, O God our Saviour.
and let your anger cease from us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Show us your compassion, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Your salvation is near for those that fear you,
that glory may dwell in our land:
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Almighty God,
Who forgives all who truly repent,
Have mercy upon us
Pardon and deliver us from all our sins
Confirm and strengthen us in all goodness
And keep us in life eternal
Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
The Collect
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
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to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham

4|Page

www.holyspirit-clapham.org.uk

Sunday 13th December 2020 – Third Sunday of Advent

THE GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it,
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the
prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was
baptizing.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Apostles’ Creed
We say together in faith
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham
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We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham
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Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Eucharistic Prayer
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
The Receiving of Holy Communion
We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.
Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham
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Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper:
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
Amen
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
45 O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave:
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O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:
O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
The Blessing and Dismissal
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Christ the Sun of Righteousness dawn in your hearts,
scatter the darkness from your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
As we await our coming Saviour,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

May the Lord when he comes
find us watching and waiting, now and at all times.
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During this difficult time, we are a church with some congregating in the
church buildings and others meeting virtually for services and fellowship and
offering practical support to the vulnerable and care to everyone in our
communities.
However, it is important to remember that your church is a charity and is
reliant on your generosity to keep going. Which is why your church really
needs your support now.
If you are able to and would like to support us by giving, you can do that on
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/3882
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CHRISTMAS AT CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
We warmly invite you to join us for
SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER, 6.30PM
TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS (CHOIR ONLY
SINGING)
WEDNESDAY 23RD DECEMBER 4PM
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE (FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE)
THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER 4PM
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE (FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE)
THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER
MIDNIGHT MASS Christmas Eve, 11.30pm
Friday 25th December
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST Christmas Day, 10.30am
To reserve a place in church or to join online please visit our
website: www.holyspirit-clapham.org.uk/christmas-services

Vicar: Rev Ruth Burge-Thomas
vicar@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
Administrator and Parish Office: Rosslyn Okumu
020 8675 8094 office@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
www.holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/CHSClapham Twitter @holyspiritsw4
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